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All Senators from States within the 
Second Circuit support her confirma-
tion. I also note that I did not hear Re-
publican Senators raise any concerns 
about lack of judicial experience when 
President Bush nominated, and the 
Senate confirmed, 24 nominees to cir-
cuit courts with no prior judicial expe-
rience, and a number with little trial 
litigation experience. 

Even as some Republicans have op-
posed this nominee by saying that she 
does not have sufficient litigation ex-
perience, Republican Senators have re-
cently tried to twist nominees’ litiga-
tion experience against them. Their 
partisan attacks are not consistent. 
When a nominee has extensive experi-
ence and is a successful trial lawyer, 
they complain that the nominee has 
too much experience and will be biased 
by it. 

Republicans opposed Judge McCon-
nell of Rhode Island because he was an 
excellent trial lawyer. They opposed 
Judge Chen of California despite his 10 
years as a fair and impartial Federal 
judge magistrate and disregarded his 
judicial record. The Republican opposi-
tion to President Obama’s judicial 
nominees has been anything but con-
sistent. Now some will turn around and 
oppose Ms. Carney, a nominee with 
more than 30 years of legal experience, 
by saying she has not had sufficient ex-
perience as a trial advocate. 

This reminds me of the story of the 
mother who sent her son two neckties 
as gifts. When she visited, the son 
picked her up at the airport dutifully 
wearing one of the ties, only to hear 
his mother complain: ‘‘What’s the mat-
ter? Don’t you like the other tie?’’ 

Let us turn away from such double 
standards and return to the long-
standing Senate practice of judging 
nominees on their merits, not based on 
caricatures. Our ability to finally 
reach a time agreement and have a 
vote on the nomination of Susan Car-
ney is a welcome sign of progress. We 
still have a long way to go to do as well 
as we did during President Bush’s first 
term, when we confirmed 205 of his ju-
dicial nominations. We confirmed 100 
of those judicial nominations during 
the 17 months I was chairman during 
President Bush’s first 2 years in office. 
So far, well into President Obama’s 
third year in office, the Senate has 
only been allowed to consider 84 of 
President Obama’s Federal circuit and 
district court nominees, well short of 
205. We need to work together to en-
sure that the Federal judiciary has the 
judges it needs to provide justice to 
Americans in courts throughout the 
country. 

I congratulate Ms. Carney and her 
family on her confirmation today. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum, and 
ask unanimous consent that the time 
be charged equally to both sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I yield 
back all time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Susan L. 
Carney, of Connecticut, to be U.S. Cir-
cuit Judge for the Second Circuit? 

Mr. CRAPO. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 71, 
nays 28, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 71 Ex.] 
YEAS—71 

Akaka 
Alexander 
Ayotte 
Baucus 
Begich 
Bennet 
Bingaman 
Blumenthal 
Boxer 
Brown (MA) 
Brown (OH) 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cochran 
Collins 
Conrad 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 

Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inouye 
Johnson (SD) 
Kerry 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lugar 
Manchin 
McCain 
McCaskill 
Menendez 

Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nelson (NE) 
Nelson (FL) 
Portman 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Snowe 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Toomey 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Warner 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—28 

Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Chambliss 
Coats 
Coburn 
Crapo 
DeMint 
Enzi 

Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson (WI) 
Lee 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 

Risch 
Roberts 
Rubio 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Thune 
Vitter 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—1 

Sanders 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is laid upon the table and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session. 

f 

RECESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:47 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. WEBB). 

f 

CLOSE BIG OIL TAX LOOPHOLES 
ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, under the 
previous order, I move to proceed to 
Calendar No. 42, S. 940. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to the bill (S. 940) to re-

duce the Federal budget deficit by closing 
big oil tax loopholes, and for other purposes. 

f 

OFFSHORE PRODUCTION AND 
SAFETY ACT OF 2011—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, under the 
previous order, I move to proceed to 
Calendar No. 43, S. 953. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to the bill (S. 953) to au-

thorize the conduct of certain lease sales in 
the Outer Continental Shelf, to amend the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to modify 
the requirements for exploration, and for 
other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be 4 
hours of debate equally divided prior to 
the vote on the motion to proceed to S. 
940. 

The Senator from New Jersey. 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 

rise to follow on the majority leader’s 
bringing this legislation to the floor, 
which I am privileged to sponsor with a 
whole host of my colleagues, and really 
to speak out for taxpayers and against 
continuing to provide subsidies to 
multibillion-dollar big oil companies. 
We are talking about the big five. We 
are not talking about any other entity, 
just the big five. 

A positive vote on my bill presents a 
simple choice for everyone in this 
Chamber: Are you on the side of work-
ing class families or are you on the side 
of Big Oil? There are lots of ways to 
cut the deficit. Many of our colleagues, 
particularly in the other body, want to 
end Medicare and cut student loan pro-
grams. What I and my cosponsors want 
to do is end wasteful oil tax breaks for 
a wealthy industry that does not need 
them. 

Clearly, we all need to tighten our 
belts to help address the deficit—all of 
us—even the oil companies. We all 
know oil companies are among the 
largest, most profitable companies in 
the world, but sometimes it is hard to 
understand the true scale of their 
wealth. So this chart is a simple at-
tempt to give some perspective. 

The median income in the United 
States is about $50,000. ExxonMobil, 
just one of these big five, is projected 
to earn in profits $42.6 billion this 
year—$42.6 billion. Now, it is impos-
sible to show this disparity on a chart, 
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March 5, 2012 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S3013
On page S3013, May 17, 2011, the Record reads: . . . Susan L. Carney, of Connecticut, to be U.S. District Judge . . .The online Record has been corrected to read: . . . Susan L. Carney, of Connecticut, to be U.S. Circuit Judge . . .
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